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Yom Hazikaron: Before we celebrate, we commemorate

Yom Hazikaron Programs courtesy of Nativ
001 Nativ - Israel -celebrating closely from afar   

001 Nativ - Texts for Yom Hazikaron and Yom Ha’atzmaut 

002 Nativ - 25 Things I Love about Israel 

003 Nativ - Alex Singer - His Works and Drawings 

004 Nativ slide show of soldiers 

005 Nativ - Tom Farkas Remembered 

006 Israel at war
*any song mentioned in the above program files can be printed at www.hebrewsongs.com  

Yom Ha’atzmaut Programs:
· USCJ- Program ideas for Yom Hazikaron, Ha’atzmaut and Yom Yerushalayim
http://www.uscj.org/images/spring_2007_links.pdf
*This document is from 2007. Dates are incorrect but programming is still relevant. 
· MERCAZ- The Zionist Organization of the Conservative Movement
*Recommended for teens* Dramatizations of Zionist Issues:  Working with our colleague Rabbi Robert Binder of Jerusalem, MERCAZ Has created two different scripts – “If You Will It” and “Across the Aisle” – that work in a variety of synagogue settings to trigger group discussion.  Both plays are available for downloading.  Go to http://www.mercazusa.org/pdf/Across-the-Aisle-A-dialogue-of-Zionist-Issues-by-Rabbi-Robert-Binder.pdf and http://www.mercazusa.org/pdf/MERCAZ-If-You-Will-It.pdf 
· Synagogue Services:  A couple of years ago, MERCAZ prepared special services and collections of readings for Yom HaAtzmaut and Yom Yerushalayim to celebrate the 60th anniversary of Israel and the 40th anniversary of the reunification of Jerusalem.  While some of the readings may be in need of editing, a careful eye would find much of the material still relevant.  Go to http://www.mercazusa.org/pdf/Yom-Yerushalayim-2009.pdf and http://www.mercazusa.org/pdf/The-Road-To-Sixty.pdf
· Special Study Programs:  Over the years, MERCAZ has had a hand in creating several Israel-related study programs.  “Ivrit Masortit” is a 10-part exploration of Hebrew roots and their meanings, both in classical and modern Hebrew.  Go to http://www.mercazusa.org/programs/ivrit-masortit-hebrew-program.html.  Additionally, a series of activities “Exploring Israel’s Environmental Legacy” was recently created in conjunction with the Green Zionist Alliance.  Go to http://www.greenzionism.org/resources/yom-haatzmaut.  
Useful Websites: 
 MERCAZ maintains a page of Resources for Israel Study at http://www.mercazusa.org/programs/resources-for-israel-study.html and for Israel Social Action Projects at http://www.mercazusa.org/programs/israel-social-action-projects.html . 
Programs for Israel@60 that can be done for Israel@63 as well: http://www.mercazusa.org/pdf/The-Road-To-Sixty.pdf (Use parts IV and V)
*Recommended for Education Directors* Melitz Israel Celebration Education Kit- produced for Israel at 60 however, excellent program material for a USY or Kadima program or classroom celebration. 

http://www.melitz.org.il/node/133
Sites for Israeli Art: 
http://www.jewishagency.org/NR/rdonlyres/99806C82-3C54-42CA-BB54-17D5777EF00C/68022/IsraeliArtGalleries.pdf
Yom Haatzmaut on Youtube:

· *Recommended* 60 Flags for 60 Years. Challenge your USYers to design 3 more for 63! http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40qulprXI1Y- Innovate and extremely creative!
· The Flag of Israel and Independence: http://www.galim.org.il/m/movies/degel_english.html- 
· Cool facts with subtitles
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I5tDDkvXSI8
· Environmental technologies developed in Israel http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iF7uGmmGn-M- 

Great Yom Ha’atzmaut Programs on USY’s website!

Scroll through the Israel section of the USY Program Bank to view these and other fantastic Israel programming resources (Program Bank Password is usykadima613).
· Israel Food Powerpoint Program- New Frontier (how Israeli food can teach us Jewish ethnic diversity)

· Israeli Identity Through Music program 

· Shirat HaSticker (Hadag Nachash “Sticker Song”) session outline
· IDF Speaker- life as an Israeli teen, life as an American teen

· Boger Nativ (Nativ Alum) - run program on life in Israel

· Party Israel style- BBQ, music, shuk of Israeli goods, Israeli dancing

· Israel on Youtube- commercials, movie clips, music

· 2010 Chapter of the Year Nominees Israel Programs

· Israel photography exhibit/Images of Israeli Life

· Israel games and ice breakers

Pe’ulot/Activities For a Hebrew School Classroom: 

· Check out the Melitz programming tool kit previously mentioned

· Jewish Agency Zionist Education Pe’ulot: http://www.jafi.org.il/NR/exeres/2ADDB63A-2FAC-43E2-8264-5C4D00EBBBAB
(Biographies, places, issues, Jewish identity and peoplehood, an entire section on Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israel’s achievements, interactive websites, quizzes, activities, etc.)
· Israeli Art: http://www.jewishagency.org/NR/rdonlyres/99806C82-3C54-42CA-BB54-17D5777EF00C/68022/IsraeliArtGalleries.pdf
· Israeli Songs: www.hebrewsongs.com
· Israeli Dance: http://www.imber.com.au/ifd/glossary.htm
Israel in the Hebrew High/Confirmation classroom: 
*for specific topics and lesson plans on Israel for the Hebrew High/Confirmation classroom, email Amy Dorsch: Dorsch@uscj.org. A few ideas include:

· *Recommended* One stop shop: The Jewish Agency for Israel, Department of Zionist Education: http://www.jewishagency.org/JewishAgency/English/Jewish+Education/Compelling+Content/Jewish+Time/Festivals+and+Memorial+Days/Independence+Day/
· *Recommended* Roots of Zionism, Founding of the State of Israel, Israeli culture, Dilemmas of the Israeli solider, Jerusalem in Jewish identity and more- courtesy of National Ramah Commission RILI program, a program supported by a grant from the Legacy Heritage Fund (other excellent Israel program material found here as well) http://campramah.org/content/staff/educational_resources/rili_programs.php
· Re-enactment of Megillat Ha’atzmaut and debate of what this looks like in practice- the meaning of a Jewish state or dramatic presentation of “Across the Aisle” and discussion on definition of Zionism today, Zionist issues today http://www.mercazusa.org/pdf/Across-the-Aisle-A-dialogue-of-Zionist-Issues-by-Rabbi-Robert-Binder.pdf. (Discussion questions on pages 20-21)
· Faces of Israel documentary- religious pluralism and the Jewish State. www.facesthemovie.com. For a session on the Rotem Conversion Bill and issues of Religious Pluralism in Israel, email Amy Dorsch: Dorsch@uscj.org
· Art of the Heart- Israeli Art and identity
· Issues in Israel through music- See the USY program Bank guide to Israeli Film and Music, visit Makom: Israel. In Real Life. Or use this AZM Israeli Film Guide 
· Dilemmas in Making Aliyah- Scroll down to where you see “Aliyah”
*Any of the websites above also have excellent material for a Hebrew High class on Israel. 

For additional ideas and human resources, please contact Avital Elfant, USY Central Shlichah or Amy Dorsch, Education Coordinator
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