TITLE:  


Finding A Common Ground (Based On The Story of Avram Infeld)

ROOM SET-UP:
              13 Circular Tables with 9-10 USYers at each table with 1 Staff as a Facilitator 
FACILITATORS:

Lead MC – Josh Perloff (Guide/Narrator)
USY Convention Staff (13 Needed)

HANDOUTS/MATERIALS NEEDED:


1. Lesson Plan for each Facilitator

2. Description of Different Types of Israeli and Diaspora Jews

Note1: The facilitators will just help to further the discussion. 1 per table.

Note2: I am not good at putting it into clear words for you to understand. There are 9 parts/characters, the idea is that each table will receive one of every part where each child will take on one of the profiles. They will then do activity 2. I will have some lead questions, and then they will do activity 3. 

Note3: Please print enough so that one of each profile will be at each table (but print a few extra for if there are more than 9 kids at a table) .

DIASPORA

You are a Diaspora Secular Jew
Practicing Judaism is not one of your priorities. Most likely, if you go to synagogue, it is only once or twice a year for the high-holy days, and for a bar/bat mitzvah. You went to Hebrew school, but connected very little with most of what your teachers were teaching; it was mostly a social event. You do identify as Jewish, but being in a Jewish community is not one of your strongest concerns. You acknowledge Israel, but do not feel a strong zionist pull. For many, its the question “why should I care about Israel?”, but for even more people, Israel just simply isn’t a thought. You might know of it, and even some of the issues surrounding it right now, but not much more than that. You see nothing wrong with giving women full and complete rights, and do not find the fault in marrying out of Judaism. Because you do not connect, you also do not see the need to study and learn all things Jewish. You may have more religious members of your family, but to you, they are foreign and there is the notion of ‘too Jewish’.
You are a Diaspora Reform Jew
You are NOT secular. True, you are in no means orthodox, but you do practice in many areas of Jewish life. You have less hebrew in your service, and more of your native language (predominantly English), because you feel it is more about understanding and meaning than saying words whose meaning you do not understand. You do not feel the pressures of the more observant because your thought process is non-aggressive. You don’t need to be told that you are doing it right or wrong because what matters is whether it is meaningful to you, the individual. You are not bound by Halacha (Jewish law), you bind yourself to it however you see fit, with Rabbinical interpretation only as a guiding force. Your beliefs and practices are very dynamic: They are rooted in tradition, but always adapting to the current needs and mindsets of the people. You are reform, not reformed. You are always testing what you believe in and what you feel comfortable doing. Israel is a presence in your community. You feel a connection to Israel and you probably know more than the average person about what is currently going on. The biggest way you connect to Israel is not from a religious standpoint, but from a historical one. You have family who once lived on the land and cousins (though some are very distant ones) there right now. Your connection to Israel spawns mostly from connecting to Jews, your heritage. 
You are a Diaspora Conservative Jew (from the USCJ website www.uscj.org)

To transform and strengthen our kehillot in their effort to: 

•inspire meaningful prayer •sustain a culture of lifelong Jewish learning 

•nurture religious and spiritual growth •promote excellence in kehilla leadership

•To ensure educational excellence true to the vision of Conservative 

•Judaism for children and adults in our kehillot 

•To engage the next generation of kehilla leadership.•To encourage and build new kehillot.
Due to the fact that you are an actual conservative Jew outside of this activity, I would instead ask you to consider what is appropriate and important in USY, and in your separate shuls in order to answer the questions posed before you. Stick to YOUR (yes you, the person reading this paper!!!) beliefs. Do not concede to what anyone else says. Follow only your version of Conservative Judaism.


You are a Diaspora Modern Orthodox Jew
The complex way of putting it: You are a sect of Orthodox Judaism that attempts to synthesize Jewish values and the observance of Jewish law, with the secular, modern world.
Simpler way: You are, by all definitions, Orthodox. You follow all laws and customs that Jews have had for hundreds, even thousands of years. You keep Kosher and Shabbat, you pray and follow the Rabbinic law, as much as the Torah. But there is one difference between you and other sects. of orthodox Judaism, and that is you are willing to acculturate. This is not the same as assimilation (becoming one with the nation around you) it is simply taking in the best parts of the culture. You are willing to take on into your life as much of the surrounding culture as you wish, so long as it doesn’t impede on your ability to follow your Jewish practices. Learning the language, listening to their music, playing their sports are just a few examples of this. Israel is a presence. Many follow the teachings of Religious Zionism.  Orthodox Jews who acknowledge Jewish sovereignty of the land of Israel and its right to defend itself. 

You are a Diaspora Haredi Jew

"Haredim regard themselves as the most authentic custodians of Jewish religious law and tradition which, in their opinion, is binding and unchangeable. They consider all other expressions of Judaism, including Modern Orthodoxy, as deviations from God's laws."
You are defined as the ‘Ultra Orthodox’. During the 19th Century, when Jewish enlightenment was at its peak, Reform Judaism was spreading. At the same time that Reform Jews wanted to adapt and include the secular community around them, another sect of Jews wanted to withdraw from society and remain in their traditional, tight-knit communities. You are their descendents. Your life is family and culturally oriented. Genders are separated during schooling, and you will most likely not have much contact with the opposite sex (socially) until you are being set-up for marriage. Social trends and mass media do not survive well in your community. You are most likely living where you are because your family fled persecution over the last 100 years. Men are dominant in your society, many would consider it sexist, but you consider it simply how it should be. You also (see quote above) believe that you are the purest and most authentic variation of Judaism. Even modern orthodox Jews, who follow everything you do, but adapt to the culture around them (listening to music, playing sports etc.), are lesser in your eyes.



Israel
You are an Israeli Secular Jew

You are not connected much to the religious side of Judaism, but you are very communal. You may not have ever heard the Amidah before, let alone the ‘Birkat HaMazon’. You bridge social classes, political strata, and military rank. Since you do not connect to the religious aspect of Jewish life, you if, you connect at all, connect through being in a community. You only even recognize the holidays because you are forced to through being in close proximity with more observant Jews. Many secular Israeli Jews, are very nationalist and zionistic. You are proud to fight for the country and protect your homes. You come from mixed backgrounds including Halutzim (The original pre-1948 Pioneers), and Holocaust survivors. You are as proud of them as you are of your Jewish heritage. True, you do not practice, but that does not mean you cannot connect with 5000 years worth of ancestors. 

You are an Israeli Conservative Jew

The conservative movement in Israel is small. It is mostly made up of Americans who made Aliyah some years ago. If you are a younger person living as an Israeli conservative Jew, it probably means that your parents or grandparents made Aliyah and have passed down their traditions. You thoroughly enjoy being Jewish, but akin to the conservative movement worldwide, you are split. You are in between modern Orthodoxy and secular Judaism. You are guided by Halacha, but bend it to your needs (example: only driving to Shul and back). Your practices and beliefs are very alike to the Diaspora conservative movement, except it is much more zionistic. Because you live in Israel and serve in the military, you are very pro Israel. You do not believe that Israel’s existence depends on the coming of the Messiah, but you agree that it has a right to exist and defend itself. You are much more welcoming of women than the orthodox, but intermarriage is still a major debate. 
You are an Israeli Modern Orthodox Jew

You are alike, but not quite the same as a modern orthodox Jew living in the Diaspora. The actual sect of Modern Orthodox Jews in Israel is much smaller, you follow all the rules and teachings that any orthodox Jew does, but in Israel, the movement is really called ‘Religious Zionism’. You are fervent supporters of Jewish national sovereignty. You separate yourselves from other Orthodox Jews because of this ideology. Instead of the belief that we are waiting for the Massiah to bring us back to the Promised Land, you believe that we have a right to go back now. It was promised to us, why should we wait for land that is already ours; land which has had a Jewish presence (albeit sometimes a very small one) for the last several thousand years. You also take up the idea of not just taking on secular studies, but also the way they act. Your views on women and their roles are affected by this in the sense that they do have more freedom although they are still bound to the religious rules.
You are an Israeli Haredi Jew
"Haredim regard themselves as the most authentic custodians of Jewish religious law and tradition which, in their opinion, is binding and unchangeable. They consider all other expressions of Judaism, including Modern Orthodoxy, as deviations from God's laws." You are defined as the ‘Ultra Orthodox’. During the 19th Century, when Jewish enlightenment was at its peak, Reform Judaism was spreading. At the same time that Reform Jews wanted to adapt and include the secular community around them, another sect of Jews wanted to withdraw from society and remain in their traditional, tight-knit communities. You are their descendents. Your life is family and culturally oriented. Genders are separated during schooling, and you will most likely not have much contact with the opposite sex (socially) until you are being set-up for marriage. You are most likely living in Israel for one of two reasons. Either: 1.Your family fled to Israel sometime over the last 100 years, or 2. Your family wanted to live on the promised land. You do not fully recognize the established government because the Messiah has not come yet. For the most part (yes, we are generalizing here) you work and live within your community. Social trends and mass media do not survive well in your community. You are not included in the mandatory military draft; instead, you study in Yeshivot (Yeshivas). As of 2012 it was estimated that 37% of Haredi men and 49% of Haredi women were employed.

GOALS/OBJECTIVES:


As an entire group the USYers will hear Mr. Infeld’s story, as well as hear The Jewish backgrounds,

Ideologies, and philosophies of the different types of Jews presented from both Israel and The Diaspora. Then 

in their “break out” groups they will grapple and come up with a decision on how these Jews from different

backgrounds can find a common ground for which they can be respectful, civil, and kind to each other.

SET INDUCTION:
Avram Infeld Story
His Name is Avram Infeld. He is the former interim director of Hillel. He is a modern orthodox Jew. He used to run a summer program for the reform movement through NFTY. Every year he would take about 150 American reform Jews and 150 Israelis for his program. Of course, there was no observance restriction on the Israelis, but for they needed to be fluent in English, and most of them, are secular. A few years ago is when his story takes place. It’s day one of the program, a nice sunny day, with only one problem. No kids, because Jews are by nature...late. The busses pull up around 12:30pm and the kitchen staff rushes them into lunch. Immediately, he could not tell who was who. They all had shorts and T-shirts and everything you are all wearing today. They ate and there was laughing and happiness on the faces of his Jews. Finally, the reform Rabbi stands up and calls for “The Birkat”. He then makes a remark about how it’s not ‘Birkat HaMazon’, but it’s the thought that counts. Suddenly, you could tell who the 150 Americans were, and who the 150 Israelis were.
Can anyone guess why?
Correct! You have the Americans, who know the words, but have no more than a general understanding of what they mean, and you have the Israelis who had never heard the words before, think about that, they had NEVER heard the ‘Birkat HaMazon’ before, yet they understood the meaning of every word.
Think about that for a moment.
Here is where Avram’s story became even more upsetting. He began walking in between the tables and he heard this:

An American leaned over to an Israeli and asked “how can you be Jewish?! You don’t even know ‘The Birkat!!’ - How can I be Jewish? How can you be Jewish?! What will you be doing after high school? Because, I will be going off to defend the Jewish homeland.
ACTIVITY(IES):


Activity Introductory Question:

How can we be united, without being uniformed? How can we, as a Jewish people, always moving, always changing, with many opinions, how can we be united on the larger issues and stand together in today’s world?  

ACTIVITY 1:

Please have each member at your table read their part/profile. When everyone feels they understand who they are going to play, move on to activity 2. Please remind them to stay true to their part and not to concede simply because the group is swayed by one opinion.

ACTIVITY 2:

In your groups, please answer the following questions. For some, they may not be simple yes/no answers. Discuss with your group and come to a complete consensus on your sect’s/profile’s stance on the matter.
   

 •Can women become Rabbis?
 •What is your opinion of intermarriage? Do you approve? or do you believe that everyone 

   should have their own choice?
•Would you marry out?
     

•How many times a day should you be required to pray 
      

•Do you keep Kosher? Because you are commanded too? Or because you find meaning in          


keeping it
      

• Women at the Wall: Do you accept in the group and their ideas?   
      

•Do I enlist and fight in the army? 
      

•Do I speak Hebrew?
      

•Would I use electronic devices on Shabbat?
      

•How many times a month do you celebrate Shabbat? At least once a month?
      

•Tattoos? Do you approve?
      

•Are you understanding of the fact that Haredim are exempt from the draft?
     

•Are you understanding of the fact Palestinians are exempt from the draft?
     

•Is giving charity to Jewish organizations a priority?
     

•Do you study Torah (or other Jewish texts) on a weekly basis?
     

•Do you feel a strong connection to other Jews worldwide?
    

•Do you feel a connection to the land of Israel?
    

•Do you acknowledge Jewish national sovereignty? 

Break: Josh will lead some lead questions

Initial reactions – only a few


What questions are the toughest to find common ground on?



Why are they so difficult to answer?


What problems are you starting to see? 

I hope you are starting to see an issue arising from this Sicha so far. For the next ___ minutes, you will answer a few more questions. The questions you just answered show some divides, but they are mainly questions that are used to define and divide the different sects of Judaism. The next few questions you are going to discuss are broader ones.  

Activity #3


Please have your group answer and discuss the following questions:
•Should Israel have a right to defend itself?
    
  
•What defines being Jewish? 
          

•Halacha? (Jewish Law) Is it important in the daily lives of all Jews?
         

 •Do you practice Judaism on a regular basis?
 •Do you believe you are Jewish? (assuming you have a Jewish father, and a non-Jewish mother)
          

•Is a non-orthodox conversion to Judaism legitimate and Kosher?

WRAP-UP:


Faciliated by the MC (Josh Perloff) he will debrief the entire group of USYers about what was

discussed and then re-pose the following question: 

 “How can we be unified as a people, as a nation? 

The facilitator will take a few answers from a member of a few of the groups to share with the entire

group.

The facilitator will then end the Sicha #2 with a final statement about the importance of Jews from

Israel and The Diaspora who have different ideologies, philosophies and forms of practice finding a

common ground with which to live harmoniously. 

Facilitator’s debrief:


Raise your hand if your entire group came to a definite conclusion on even one of the questions?



If yes: which one? How did you come to that answer?



If no: so here is the problem that all Jews are happen. Every single one of you just became a small microcosm for what is going on in every community right now. 

To be put bluntly, Jews do not know where they are going. I didn’t even touch on the differences between Askenazi and Sephardic and Mizrachi Judaism. Nor did I involve political orientations such as whether you are a democratic of republican Jew, and what you believe the course of Judaism, Jews, and Israel should look like. This problem is so much more complex than we were able to simulate here today. If conservative Judaism is going to survive, if Israel is going to continue growing, if Jews on a worldwide scale are going to survive, we need to take a stance and find answers to these larger questions. If we cannot do this, tension will continue to build and eventually, we will feel it. 

CONCLUSION:

With the help of the facilitator, the group of USYers decides collectively and as individuals how they would answer the initial question of … “How we as Jews find a common ground amongst Israeli and Diaspora Jews of all different backgrounds, ideologies, and forms of Jewish practice (or lack thereof)?
1 – Finding A Common Ground (Based On The Avram Infeld Story) – Josh Perloff – Sicha #2 – USY Hagesher Region, Fall Convention


