Building the Jewish Homeland
EMTZA 2011
Split entire convention into groups of twenty led by REB members.  Once in groups of twenty, split USYers into two teams and continue with program.

Before splitting into two teams, start with an ice breaker: name, have you been to Israel? What did you notice was Jewish about the Jewish homeland? What does it mean to be a Jewish country? What does it take to build a Jewish country?
Build the Jewish Homeland

The year is 2030. The first modern Jewish state, Israel is at capacity. There is much to be done and very little time. Your committee has the job of ensuring Jewish continuity, and of deciding the Jewish aspects of the Jewish state. Remember you are part of our congress and so you are acting as a committee and will need to present to the entire congress at the end.

There are many different Jews in the world today, Chasids, Zionists, seculars, reform, conservative, orthodox, and much more. We want to build a Jewish homeland for all Jews so that everyone can feel Jewish and safe at the same time. Please help us to make our dreams a reality!! 

The four components of the Jewish State we are creating are the following:

· 3 core values, which your group feels, will be the backbone of Judaism in this Jewish state.

· Decide on a curriculum for the school systems

· Select a criteria for who is a Jew

· Select how Jewish observances play into daily life.  You may take into account Shabbat, Weddings, Holidays, Kashrut, etc.
In addition to the above task your group needs to create the following 6 assets of the new Jewish state:  Name, Flag, Colors, Language, Food and Song.  When your group has completed both tasks we will need to come back together as an entire congress and vote on the assets you created: (Name, Flag, Colors, Language, Food and Song) and share your component of the Jewish State.  Each participant will be given ballots and will only be allowed to vote for one of their own ideas. We might need to have a few re-votes to acquire the simple majority.

The Core Values

Your group must decide on three of the following core values to build the Jewish state on. These values will be implemented through some sort of government program. For instance if the value was Honoring the parents, the government may decide to implement serving your parents breakfast in bed every Sunday morning or any other number of things. You need to have a preliminary plan on how to utilize this value.

1. Leadership

2. Friendship

3. Hospitality

4. Business Ethics

5. Education

6. Family Harmony (Shalom Bayit)

7. Health

8. Ecology

9. Kindness to animals

10. Commitments

11. Remembrance

12. Repentance

13. Respect for the elderly

14. Loving one's neighbor

15. Righteousness

16. Honor

17. Saving a life

18. Good manners (derech eretz)

19. Compassion

20. Honoring the Dead and comforting the mourners (chesed shel emet)

21. Visiting the Sick

22. Feeding the hungry

23. Freedom of choice

24. Honoring the parents

25. Redeeming the captives

26. Seeking peace

27. Justice

28. Guarding the tongue

29. Tefiillah

30. Procreation

Education Curriculum

Now it is time for your committee to decide on how we will educate our young,

and ensure a better future. One aspect that needs to be thought of is that this

country will be a Jewish country.
· A choice of regular secular school for free, or religious school with secular subjects for free, all ran by the state.

· A public school for free with both secular subjects and religious subjects.

· Private schools, you choose where to send your children, the government will pay 25%.

· Public Schools for each ideology of Judaism in secular, reform, conservative, etc…

· College paid for vs/college not paid for…

· Any other possibilities??? (whatever you come up with)

Who is a Jew?
This is important so that we know who citizens are
· Anyone who has Jewish blood, (paternal grandfather is Jewish)

· Anyone who is born of a Jewish mother

· Anyone who practices the Jewish faith, and was born to a Jewish mother

· Anyone who declares they are a Jew

· Anyone pays taxes in the State

· Anyone who was converted with Bris/Hatafat Hadam (for men), Mikvah, Bet Din, and education... and accepts all of the Mitzvoth
· Anyone who was converted with Bris/Hatafat Hadam (for men), Mikvah, Bet Din, and education... and intends to accept all of the Mitzvoth in the Future

· Anyone who was converted by the Rabbi from the movement of their picking

Jewish Observances

Please select four of the following Jewish observances and how they play into daily life

1. Shabbat

2. Holidays

3. Marriage/Divorce

4. Kashrut

5. Tefillah

6. Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

7. Sex

8. Bris

9. Mandatory Army Service

10. Tzedakah

Supplies

Paper

Pens

Poster Board

Markers
Questions

1. How did this planning process make you feel?

2. Why do you think we did this activity

3. How did your experiences with Israel, America and any other background you have influence your choices?

4. How has this effected your thoughts about Israel

