The Human Spirit: 59 reasons why I love Israel

ISRAEL – No matter where you go  (edited and changed just a bit by yours truly) – April 26, 2007
1. ABC's Good Morning America chose Jerusalem as one of the Seven Wonders of the world, and they were right. 
2. There's more to unearth. King David was the first king to rule Jerusalem, but his palace was only revealed in the City of David this year. 
3. JNF forest rangers remained in the forests to put out fires while Katyushas were falling. 
4. Twenty-five thousand volunteers helped replant the forests that did burn. 
5. Six thousand spunky Israelis who left their homes during the war pretended they were vacationing on the beach. 
6. While Intel Haifa workers were working in an underground shelter, Intel announced the new multi-core processor developed there. 
7. During the Lebanon War, a northern kids' butterfly center was moved to Tel Aviv. 
8. Russian-speaking immigrants in the Haifa shelters offered hospitality to the American tourists who came to show solidarity. 
9. We ask tourists why they don't move here (even when the bombs are falling). 
10. We celebrate Independence Day by holding a Bible contest
11.  Israel is the first to offer help and send rescue teams to countries coping with disaster.  

12. Israeli delivery rooms prepare for more babies before Pessah because zealous cleaning induces labor 
13. Before Shabbat a siren marks our country hitting the brakes. 
14. The time of the Saturday evening news is adjusted to suit Shabbat observers. 
15. A rabbinical couple in Caesarea offered seminars on how to get through Pessah without family quarrels. 
16. A school in central Israel offered an afternoon class on how to steal the afikoman. 
17. A cheese called "blintzes filling" is marketed only before Shavuot. 
18. We invented both the chat room and the silent prayer. 

19. Two hundred thousand Israelis communicate w/o phones by lighting fires and singing in Meron on Lag Ba'omer, also pioneered in Israel. 
20. Pizza parlors and felafel stands put up booths for Succot. 

21. At Jerusalem's Biblical Zoo the loudspeaker announces "Afternoon prayers (minha) are now being held near the lions." 
22 The question "What would you like to drink?" instead of "Would you like a drink?" is a measure of hospitality. 
23. We send SMSs in the language of the Bible. 
24. Youngsters routinely travel to the cemetery at Kvutzat Kinneret to visit the graves of poet Rahel and national song laureate Naomi Shemer. 
25. The driver in the horse cart in Kvutzat Kinneret sings Naomi Shemer songs for tourists. 
26. Aviv Matzot exports its unleavened bread to Egypt. 
27. We have sex symbols named Yehuda Levy and Pnina Rosenblum. 
28. An Israeli start-up wants to turn our ubiquitous olive pits into fuel. 
29. Before Pessah, toy stores advertise afikoman gifts 
30. A diamond salesman from Bnei Brak invented a computer program to identify the handwriting on Torah scrolls in case they're stolen. 

31. News web sites graph the daily level of the Kinneret. 
32. We have 120 members of the Knesset because that's how many seats there were in the ancient Sanhedrin. 
33. Beersheba, capital of the Negev, has the greatest number of chess grandmasters per capita in the world. The town has cricket and rugby teams, too. Also a camel market. 
34. Some of the fanciest wedding halls are run by kibbutzniks who rode to and from their own huppot on tractors. 
35. The rise in matza sales is reported annually on the financial pages. 
36. We turn our salty water in the desert into sweet peppers and mellow wines. 
37. We're turning our southern shooting ranges into potato fields and exporting the potatoes to Europe. 
38. Tourists from the South Pole arrived on Pessah and were puzzled that there was no bread in the supermarkets. 
39. The Children's Museum in Holon offers a program on experiencing blindness. It's booked months in advance
40. Despite the tensions and political dissension, Israel has the highest Jewish birthrate in the world. 
41. Because we love kids, we provide free in-vitro (test-tube) fertilization for childless couples for up to two children. 
42. Entire families show up for military graduations and bring enough food to feed an army.  
43. Yad Vashem is so important there's no entrance fee. 
44. Our pilots fought over the honor of taking part in the fly-by over Auschwitz 60 years after liberation. 
45. A popular mall in Haifa features an art gallery. 
46. The Israel Prize recognizes lifetime achievement for actresses and rabbis, scientists and singers.   
47. We carry gifts of soup nuts, jellyfish repellent, sandals and jewelry to friends abroad. 
48. How many countries have a tourist program that lets you hunt for the snails to make your own blue ritual fringes like those in the Bible?
49. The IDF has developed Shabbat-friendly pens, telephones, computer mice, electronic gates, and even sensor-activated faucets and urinals. 
50. On Memorial Day and Holocaust Remembrance Day, the act of remembering halts traffic.  

51. You can buy an alarm clock that sings "Modeh ani lefanecha," the Jewish wake-up prayer. 
52. In America, Dora the Explorer speaks English and Spanish on TV. In Israel, she speaks Hebrew and English. 
53. Strangers still invite you for a home-cooked Shabbat meal 
54. Hamburger joints serve matza buns on Pesach. 
55. To sell apartments, real-estate ads tout "succa porches."

56. Sealy hopes to install an Israeli sensor in its mattresses to help control snoring. 
57. We were always techy. A sophisticated steam room and bathing pool were uncovered on Masada in the middle of the desert. 
58 "Shalom" means hello or goodbye, and it can be a first name or a last name, but it's primarily our elusive dream. 
59. "Hatikva" still gives me goosebumps.
